Bill’s Seat – A Report from the North Carolina Legislature  -  April 12, 2009
                                    
By Representative Bill Faison

This past week was the deadline for filing public bills. More than 1400 bills had been filed through last Thursday. I can still file bills for you affecting appropriations or finance through May 6. 
Safety on School Buses for Our Kids: We all want to protect our kids. I sponsored a bill making it illegal for a sex offender to drive a school bus. Another bill I sponsored encouraging the use of video cameras on school bus stop signs to catch people who pass a stopped school bus got a favorable vote in the House and went to the Senate.
Helping with the Fight Against Cancer: Many good folks in our community are raising money through Relay For Life to fight cancer. I want to help too. Early detection of cancer can lead to better treatment and save lives. I sponsored a bill designating June Cancer Screening Awareness Month. 

Protecting Police and Deputies Who Serve Our Community: Peace officers have dangerous jobs. Newspapers have been full of stories recently reporting on officers who have been shot in the line of duty while trying to protect people. I sponsored a bill making it a mandatory 10 year sentence to shoot at or try to shoot at a peace officer in the discharge of his duty.

Education: Teachers have a very demanding job. Most have to work on lesson plans at night because there is just not enough free time in the course of the school day to prepare for the next day. Many even have to work through lunch. I sponsored a bill giving all teachers a duty free period and a duty free lunch. 
Protecting People From Abusive Collection Practices: We live in a very tough economic time. Lots of folks have lost their jobs. No matter how hard they try, they cannot timely pay all of their bills. Several years ago we passed laws to protect folks from abusive collection practices. However the fines for violating the law are as low as $100 and no higher than $2,000. This is just not enough to get some abusive collectors’ attention. I sponsored a bill raising the fines to a low of $3,000 and a high of $6,000.
Broadband Internet: People in our community need access to high speed internet. Most people in our District do not have access. To help solve this problem I introduced a bill to encourage telephone cooperatives to go into the territory of the major providers and make broadband available at a reasonable price. This could help us. It passed the House and has gone to the Senate.
See the Bills and Contact Me: You can see the bills discussed here by going to www.ncleg.net and using the “Find Bills by Number” tool. The bills are H1117, H440, H1251, H1276, H1291, H1056 and H135. I would really like to know what you think. Please contact me at billf@ncleg.net to share your thoughts. 

